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Officers honored for action beyond call of duty

Twenty-nine medals have been
presented to New Orleans police
officers for action beyond the call
of duty.

The medals were furnished by
Patrick Taylor of Taylor Ener?

Officers Jerome Dupre, Garold
Fayar, Alfred Celestain and
James Pollard of the Tth District
were award Medals of Merit.

On Feb, 4, about 10:22 p.m.,
Dupre and Fnyu.rd stop ed to

Co. Taylor also p

a icle at
Read Boulevard and Old Gentilly

Savings Bonds to each recip

Medal of Merit recipients re-
ceived $500 bonds, while those
who earned Medals of Commen-
dation were given $100. Recipi-
ents of Achievement and
Lifesaving Medals received $50

nds.

The Medal of Merit is awarded
for an act in which the ofﬁcer
was exposed to great bodily harm
performing a brave act beyond
the call of duty, or the officer
acted in an emergency and saved
the life of another person while
his own life was also in danger.

_ The Medal of (‘ummendaﬂtgn

Hoad. As they approached, the
driver of the truck sped away.
During a chase, the driver fired
four shots from a .30-30 rifle, all
striking the police vehicle. The
driver lost control of his vehicle
on Hayne Boulevard and traveled
up the levee for a short distance,
He fired four more shots at the
officers, The driver then regained
control of the truck, made a U-
turn and again sped off. He
aimer his vehicle directly at an

render. Although the man turned
as if to shoot, he was unable to
determine where the officer was
hiding and put the gun down.

Lt. Daniel Luwless, assigned to
the district attorney’s office, and
officer Patrick Evans of the 8th
District received Medals of Com-
mendation.

On Feb. 26, about 7:10 p.m.,
four people were shot while at-
tending the Bacchus Parade in
the 2300 block of St. Charles
Avenue. Lawless and Evans, ri
ing on the Bacchus float, 0b<
served two men shooting at one
another on the neutral ground.
As the revelers started to scatter,
both officers jumpad off the float
and pursued the two. One of the
men, who had been Fahm during

approaching police car
by Celestazn and Pollard and

red
Celestai sndPoﬂnrdrebumed

d for an act
cajl of duty in which the officer
takes exceptional enforcement
action, including preventing a
major erime and apprehending a

fire, and the driver fired more
shots at officers before escaping.
The officers continued searching
for the man and vehicle, On
March B8, they learned a man
the shooting suspect’s

The Medal of Achi t is
awarded when the officer has
rendéred a service beyond the call
of duty and brings credit to the
Police Department.

A Medal for Lifesaving is
awa to an officer who saved
the life of another in circum-
stances not involving extreme

er,

Receiving the Medal of Ment
was officer Anthony LaNasa, as-
signed to the K-9 Unit. Officer
Dick Beebe, also assigned to the
K-9 unit, received a Medal of
Com ion in the same case.

On Oct. 29, 1994, the officers
were informed that a man inside
a nearby lounge had fired his gun
several times. The officers imme-
diately went to the front entrance
of the lounge. LaNasa saw the
man, who was holding a gun in
his right hand, running toward
the front door. Removing his
weapon from its holster, he or-
dered the man to drop his gun.
Instead of obeying the order, the
man aimed his weapon at LaN-
asa. The officer fired two shots,

man. The man threw
down the weapon but continued
outside and Beebe stopped him.
Beebe then called an emergency
unit for the wounded man.

Officer Harry O'Neal of the
2nd Distriot was awarded a
Medal of Menit.

On Feb, 26, about 1:20
while in & one-man car, 0'Neal
saw what he balleved to he A nar-
cotics t He
the two suspects and one turned
and appeared to be fumbling with
an object in his waistband. As
O'Neal attem; aéxl:ed to grab the
man, he pulled a .45-caliber re-
volver from his waistband. The
man fired one shot at the officer,
then fell, dropping his weapon.
He managed to get up and run
away, O'Neal chased the man
over fences and through yards,
calling for assistance, O'Neal sent
responding officers to strategic
locations to keep the man from
escaping, The man was found
under a by other officers,

description was arrested after a
chase involving the State Police.
An investigation revealed the
same driver and truck had been

the was ap-
prehendsd‘fw these officers and
his weapon confiscated. Some of
the other officers who responded
to the scene ordered emergency
units and took care of bystanders
who were shot. Other officers
cordoned off the scene where the
shooting took place and recov-

the second weapon used in
shooting. Capt. Donald Curole,
Sgt. ESwm Hosli, Sgt. Louis
Dabdoub, Sgt. August Krinke,
Sgt. James King, Detectives

involved in two similar chases Thaddaus Zeuo. ngelo Smith,
with shots being fired. The man Herman Cade, Paul Long, War-
was booked with attempted mur- ren Fltzgmld, Lisa Marie, Ken-
Her of police officers, resisting ar- neth Miestovich and Walter
rest and obstruction of justice. Zschiedrich mll receive a Letter
Receiving Medals of C: of C ion for their out-
dation were officer Michael Har-  standing action in this incident.
rison, of the 6th District, and Officer Jerome Dupre of the
officer Donald Berrvhill of the  Tth District was awarded a Medal

1st District,

On Oct. 22, about 2:15 a.m.,
Berryhill and Harrison, both off
duty, were in the 2100 block of
Martin Luther King Boulevard.
They heard gunshots and after
investigating saw a man firing
shots at another person. As the
officers approached, they saw the
man shoot the victim several
times before fleeing. As the
cers pursued, the man fired twice
at them. Berryhill was able to

e the man from behind
place him under arrest. The gun
\xsr:;l in the shooting was recov-
@

Officers Harry Stovall and Mi-
chael Roussel, assigned to Com-
munity Oriented Policing,
received Medals of Commenda-
tion

Dn Feb. 28, about 6:656 p.m.,
the officers weré patrolling the
B.W. Cooper housing complex

of Commendation, and officer
Stephen Rice of the 8th District
received a Medal for Lifesaving.
On March 3, about 4:44 p.m.,
Rice was working a detail at a
bank at Read and Lake Forest
boulevards when he heard a suc-
cession of gunfire. He went out-
side and saw peopla,nmnmg for
cover. He thau‘sa: 4 man carry-
ing a small girl who nppeared to
have been shot, He instructed the
man to put the child down and
saw that she had been shot in the
chest and was bleeding from the
quth He realized :ba child's
ungs were collapsin
diately a _R:hed pressure to the
wound. There is no doubt that
Rice's knowledge apd quick ac-

when they saw a
between two bulldmga She
stated that she had just escaped
from her apartment where two
men had entered with a machine
gun and were holding her boy-

friend houuga The officers called
for assistance, Roussel headed for
the front of the building, while
Stovall went to the rear, Roussel
realized the men were coming out
of the building and ordered them

gon saved the gi the :em—
me, Dupre, w o 5 working a
detail nearby, h the bmngd
cast. und resporided. i{e s
peopla fitting the ( Nptions of
ugh the

pcrking lot. Dupre behind
them and o to stop.
Both were nppu ded by

Te,

fficer Virgil W. enzie, of

the Identification Latel

Section, was awn.rded (Medal of
Achievement.

After a burglary/ra pg in Met-
airie in Decem! ,Je erson Par-

to their weapons, One of the requested that sev latenﬁ
men pointed what agpeared tobe prints be run in the NOPD AFIS|

hine gun at who for possibl atches.‘
ngam ordered the man to dwp Mcl{ewe nouced the Bame print |

his weapon. Both men turned
and were running out the back
fire escape when ordered by Sto-
vall to drop the weapon and sur-

was a negative — that is, a re-
versed image — of the left index
finger. By using the positive/
negative reverse feature on the
latent print station, McKenzie
was able to positively identify the
print. Within an hour of the per-
petrator’s photo being shown as
wanted on the evening TV news,
he turned himself in, confessed to
the crime and implicated his ac-

and became disoriented, In his
confusion, the student had put
his plane into a downward spiral
and was speeding toward the

Huber i ly in-
tervened and began giving the
student instructions via radio.
Slowly the student regained con-
trol of his aircraft. Huber broke
off his mmument approach and
T d aloft to continue to give

complice, who was then also ar-
rested.

Sgt. Craig A. Rodrigue and
Sgt. Steven M. Gaudet of the
1.S.B. Robbery Section and Sgt.
Timothy P. Bayard of the 2nd
District received Medals of
Achievement.

On Feb. 18, about 2:30 a.m., a
young couple was being robbed in
the 5100 block of Canal Boule-
Emif' neathelggdo Communi::iy

ollege, when the gunman sud-
denly shot the man in the back
and then fled. Upon learning of
this incident, Rodrigue and
Gaudet, who were assigned to pa-
rade routes, returned to the office
on their own time and began to
check through the files. Feeling
that university area establish-
ments patronized by colle,
dents were being targeted by the
robber, these officers contacted
Bayard for his assistance. The
three reviewed the files and noted
an armed robbery in which a ju-
venile had been arrested and a re-
volver recovered, but the two

had ped, After

advice and instructions to the
student until he emerged from
the inclement weather and made

a safe emergency landing,
Officers James Pul]ard and Al-
fred. Celestam of t.he[:fth District,
for

On Jan. 1, the officers were pa-
troling in the 6800 block of Tara
Lane when they observed several
frantic women crying and yelling
for help. As the officers ap-
proached, they learned that the
4-month-old grandson of one of
the women had stopped breath-
ing. Both officers rushed into the
apartment and found the infant
lying on the floor. His skin color
was blue, there was very little

, and there was blood com-
ing from his nose. Knowing there
was no time to wait for an ambu-
lance, the officers picked up the
baby and ran to the police vehi-
cle. As Celestain drove to the
hospital, Pollard administered
CPR. Pollard turned the baby on
is back and started patting him,
hapmg to d.lslod.ge s.ny:hmg obs-
g his airw: nor to

zrlenuf)nn,g the accomplices, both
were later arrested. The shooting
victim died March 6 as the result
of complications from-his wound,
but the female victim positively
identified the first arrested juve-
nile as the shooter. An investiga-
tion resulted in the trio being
charged with 30 armed robberies.
Seven stolen vehicles used in the

of the robbjeries were

recovered.
Sgt Robert Bardyy Narcotics
Medal of

Sectmn, was awarded

On Oct. 11, 1994, Burdy was
off duty at home whan he was
called to assist a resident of the
E:;rollry‘n?m Apam:nnzs who

1y started @ kitch

fire, Using a wet towel. he en-
tered the smoke-filled ap

arrivmg at l.he hospzt.nl, the baby

began to ory. mufﬁee;icamed

the baby into the emergeney

room and it was immediately
in an oxysen tent.

Ofﬁcer Donald Clogher, of the
S0D Tactical Unit, was awarded
a Medal for Lifesaving,

On Feb, 17, about 1:50 a.an., an
automobile ran off the road into
Bayou St. John. As the car began
to sink, one of the occupants
emerged and began thrashing
about, Clogher, believing the per-
son in the water would be unable
to get to shore on his own, was

im to . The other pas-
r d.rowneslt{vhen the vahpiﬁe

Officers Lawrence N. Coig I1I,

three times to help evacuate an
elderly woman and her'twa
daughters, one of whom was
eight months pregnant. They
were from France and under-
stood very little English. Once he
had everyone out of the apart-
ment, hn broke the glau of a

earby extinguisher cabinet
and was able to t the fire out
with mimmal mage to the

apartmen

Officer Romnond A. Huber, of
the 8th District, was awarded a
Medal for I..lfesavmg

On Jan. 9, about 8 a.m., Huber
was off duty and flying an air-
craft when he overhead air traffic
controllers from the Baton Rouge
Metro Airport communicating
with a student pilot who was in

. distress. Huber switched the

radio freq y to that of the

-40)
tent print to a fingerphix
ten print card and res #

| student and learned that he had

inadvertently flown }gl:dplans into
a low cloud ceiling, panicked

Michael J. Buras Sr. and Paul J.
Ridolfo, of the 6th District, re-
ceived Medals for Lifesaving.

On Feb. 21, about 11:30 p.m.;
the officers had just completed g
Carnival parade assignment
when they noticed smoke escap- -
ing from & house on Magnolia
Street. As they got closer and
could see the flames shooting out
of the building, they heard
gcre%ms forlhelp 1;['118 opfgduen

ound several people tra on
the second floor, behmtf a win-
dow with iron bars, Buras and
Coig climbed up to the balcony

and began prying at the bars. Be-

fore the officers could get the =
bars off, smoke and flames en-
gulfed the room. Although chok-
ing from the heavy smoke, the
officers continued working on the
bars until they manage to re-

move them, The officers

the people to the ground. The

were then informed that an el-

derly woman was trapped on the
other side of the residence. The .
officers kicked the locked door
open and searched the smoke-

-

5

filled room. They found the %
woman and carried her to safety. -

Also receiving Medals for Life-
ing were officers Andre Carter
and Robert Mitchell of the 2nd

District.

On March 13, about 2:15 a.m.,
these officers were informed of a
fire at Washington and Rocheb-
lave streets. They found & busi-
ness burning. It was cl and
unoccupied, however, the fire had
spread to an adjacent apartment
building. The officers climbed
overa 7-foot iron gate to get into "
the huilding. Des
smokes they knock: rs,
instructing the elderly resndenta
to go tp the front gate. en
they lemmned that all of the resi-
dents ware out except one person

in a from apartment, the officers

went baak and carried the elderly
man to the gate. The officers

lte thick

then lifted each person over the "

gate, The Fire Department ar-
rived and took over the scene,
and the two officers were taken
to the hospital and treated for
smoke inhalation.




OFFICERS HONORED FOR ACTION BEYOND CALL OF DUTY
Times-Picayune, The (New Orleans, LA) - Wednesday, July 5, 1995

Section: METRO

Page: B3

Record Number: 9507050009

Copyright, 1995, The Times-Picayune Publishing Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Used by
NewsBank with Permission.

Officer Donald Clogher, of the SOD Tactical Unit, was awarded a Medal for Lifesaving.

On Feb. 17, about 1:50 a.m., an automobile ran off the road into Bayou St. John. As the car
began to sink, one of the occupants emerged and began thrashing about. Clogher, believing the
person in the water would be unable to get to shore on his own, was able to swim out to the man
and pull him to safety. The other passenger drowned when the vehicle sunk.
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